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Pedagogical approach: Flipped Classroom
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1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE RESOURCE
This Open Educational Resource (OER) is designed to support the teaching and learning of modal verbs in English, with a particular focus on CAN, MUST and SHOULD, as essential tools for expressing ability, obligation, advice and attitude in everyday communication.
The resource integrates digital technologies, student-centered learning and interactive activities, encouraging learners to actively construct knowledge rather than passively receive information. The lesson is built according to the Flipped Classroom model, in which students first explore theoretical content independently, while classroom time is dedicated to application, analysis and reflection.

2. TARGETED COMPETENCES
2.1 General competences
· Understanding spoken and written messages in English
· Producing oral and written messages in familiar contexts
2.2 Specific competences
· identifying the function of modal verbs in context;
· using modal verbs appropriately to express ability, obligation and advice;
· analyzing how modal verbs influence meaning and speaker attitude.
2.3 Digital competences
· using educational digital platforms responsibly;
· completing interactive online tasks autonomously;
· providing digital feedback and self-assessment.

3. LEARNING OBJECTIVES
By the end of the learning activities, students will be able to:
· explain the meaning and use of CAN, MUST and SHOULD;
· construct correct sentences using modal verbs;
· choose the appropriate modal verb according to context;
· apply grammatical knowledge in real-life communication situations.

LESSON DEVELOPMENT – FLIPPED CLASSROOM MODEL
LESSON STAGES:

STAGE I – INDIVIDUAL STUDY (AT HOME)

Purpose
To introduce the theoretical framework of modal verbs and allow students to acquire foundational knowledge independently, at their own pace.

Pedagogical approach
Flipped Classroom – autonomous learning before face-to-face instruction.

Digital tools used:
· Google Slides
Students access the digital materials provided by the teacher and explore:
· explanations of modal verbs and their functions;
· examples illustrating ability, obligation and advice;
· essential grammar rules (use of the base form of the verb);
· reflective questions guiding understanding.
Students are encouraged to revisit the materials as needed, learning at their own pace.
🔗 Google Slides link:
👉 https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1XrK2irTIlxUkXDotQWDwIiKQDPpQX_wUyJ0y7IZHiKI/edit?usp=sharing 
Students’ activities
Students access the digital materials at home and:
· read explanations about modal verbs as auxiliary verbs;
· identify the functions of CAN, MUST, SHOULD;
· analyze examples expressing ability, obligation and advice;
· answer short reflection questions included in the slides.
Students are encouraged to pause, revisit and reflect on the content, ensuring learning at an individual pace.

Teacher’s role
· designer of digital learning content;
· facilitator of autonomous learning;
· provider of clear instructions and learning expectations.
Learning product
· completed mental notes;
· preliminary understanding of modal verb functions;
· readiness for in-class application.


STAGE II – PRACTICE AND CONSOLIDATION (IN CLASS)

Activity 1 – Activation and warm-up

Purpose
To activate prior knowledge and create a meaningful bridge between theory and practice.

Teaching methods
Guided conversation, brainstorming.

Resources
· interactive questions prepared by the teacher;
· visual prompts from the presentation.

Teacher-guided discussion based on questions such as:
· Have you ever noticed how a tiny word can completely change the meaning or feeling of a sentence? What are some examples?
· Think about making requests or giving advice. How do you soften your language or make it sound more polite? What words do you use?
· If you want to express a possibility, like 'It might rain,' how is that different from saying 'It will rain'? What's the key difference in those words?
· Imagine you need to tell someone they 'must' do something versus they 'should' do something. What's the difference in urgency or obligation?
· How do we use words to talk about rules, abilities, or things we're allowed to do? What words come to mind?
· When you say 'I can swim' versus 'I could swim,' what does that tell us about your ability now compared to a possibility in the past or future?
· What are some ways we use words to express uncertainty or to make guesses about what might happen?

Students complete a Wordwall matching activity to reinforce the basic functions of modal verbs.
🔗 Wordwall activity link:
👉 https://wordwall.net/ro/resource/74492601
Teacher’s role
· moderator of discussion;
· clarifier of misconceptions;
· encourager of participation.
Learning product
· oral responses;
· increased awareness of modal verb values.

STAGE 3. GUIDED PRACTICE (CONTROLLED PRACTICE)

Purpose
To reinforce understanding through structured, low-risk activities.
Students’ activities
Students:
· match modal verbs with their functions;
· sort examples into correct categories;
· reorder words to form correct sentences.
Activities may be completed individually or in pairs.
Teacher’s role
· observer and facilitator;
· provider of immediate clarification when necessary.
Learning product
· correctly completed interactive exercises;
· reinforced grammar accuracy.
These activities help students consolidate rules and gain confidence in using modal verbs accurately.

Modal Verbs Lesson Starter WORKSHEET
Power Words: A Quick Review ⚡​
Modal verbs are small words that change the "mood" of a sentence. They don't describe actions themselves; instead, they tell us about ability, possibility, permission, or obligation.

	
	🧠​
	The Golden Rule

Modal verbs are special!
1. They never change form (no -s, -ed, or -ing).They are always followed by the base form of the verb (without "to").
Correct: He can swim.
Incorrect: He cans swim. / He can to swim.



	



Activity 1: Spot the Error 🔍​
Select the correct option for each sentence below. Think about the "Golden Rule" we just reviewed.


	1
	Which sentence is grammatically CORRECT?
	a)  She can plays the piano very well.
b)  She can to play the piano very well.
c)  She can play the piano very well.
d)  She cans play the piano very well.

	2
	If you want to express a 50% chance of rain, which word is best?
	a)  Will
b)  Might
c)  Must
d)  Shall

	3
	"You MUST finish your homework. This sentence expresses:
	a)  Permission
b)  Ability
c)  Strong Obligation
d)  Polite Request







Activity 2: Choosing the Right Mood 🎭​
Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate modal verb from the bank below to complete the meaning in brackets.

Word bank: could, should, can

	1.
	I __________ swim across the entire lake! (Ability)

	2.
	You __________ really apologize to your sister for breaking her toy. (Advice)

	3.
	__________ you please open the window? It is hot in here. (Polite Request)



Activity 3: The Politeness Shift 🎩​
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	Scenario: You are talking to a strict teacher, Mr. Popescu. The sentence "Give me a pen!" is too rude.

Rewrite this request using a modal verb (like may or could) to make it polite.

	







STAGE IV - EXPLAIN
To write on the whiteboard:
Modal Verbs: Auxiliary verbs that add meaning to main verbs.
Expresses: possibility, ability, permission, obligation, advice.
Common Examples: can, could, may, might, must, shall, should, will, would.
Rule: Always followed by a base form of the main verb (e.g., 'can go', not 'can goes').
Materials:
Video Lesson: Complete Guide to English Modal Verbs - English Grammar Lesson

[image: Complete Guide to English Modal Verbs - English Grammar Lesson]






Mind Map: Modal Verbs: Functions and Examples

https://coggle.it/diagram/aXZ6QdWkTGOtO4x6/t/-/p3AfOMbvV32Db1xvERwpLZqvj6Xcmff_46vFTvtPCxk


STAGE 5 – COMMUNICATIVE AND CREATIVE USE

Purpose
To encourage meaningful language production and critical thinking.
Teaching methods
Pair work, guided writing, oral production.
Resources
· prompts displayed on screen;
· scenario cards.
Students’ activities
Students:
· create short dialogues or paragraphs (4–6 sentences);
· use at least three different modal verbs;
· explain why they chose each modal verb.
Teacher’s role
· evaluator of communicative competence;
· supporter of creativity.
Learning product
· written or oral mini-texts;
· evidence of functional language use.



Modal Verbs: Knowledge Check
1. Scenario A: The Art Gallery
	[image: ]
	You are visiting a famous art gallery in London. Read the rules on the wall and complete the sentences below.

Word bank: can, mustn't, have to

	1.
	You __________ touch the paintings because oil from fingers damages the canvas.

	2.
	You __________ buy a ticket at the entrance; entry is not free today.

	3.
	You __________ buy a souvenir from the shop if you have enough money.






2. Scenario B: The Cloudy Day

	Look at the image. The sky is turning very dark and grey. Your friend is leaving the house without a jacket.

Choose the correct sentence to describe this situation.


	1.
	What should you say to your friend?
	a)  It can rain later, so you must take an umbrella.
b)  It might rain later, so you should take an umbrella.
c)  It has to rain later, so you mustn't go out.
d)  It should rain later, so you can't go out.
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3. Scenario C: School Rules

	💡​
	Tip: Be careful with the difference between mustn't (prohibited) and don't have to (not necessary).



	1.
	It is Sunday. There are no classes today. Which sentence is correct?
	a)  Students mustn't go to school today.
b)  Students shouldn't go to school today.
c)  Students don't have to go to school today.
d)  Students can't go to school today.

	2.
	During an exam, talking is strictly forbidden. Which sentence is correct?
	a)  You don't have to talk to your partner.
b)  You mustn't talk to your partner.
c)  You might not talk to your partner.
d)  You couldn't talk to your partner.


STAGE 7 – FEEDBACK AND REFLECTION

Purpose
To develop metacognitive awareness and learner autonomy.

Digital resource
· Google Forms – reflection and feedback
🔗 Feedback form link: FEEDBACK AND EVALUATION

Students’ activities
Students reflect on:
· what they understood;
· what they found difficult;
· what they would like to practise more.
Teacher’s role
· reflective practitioner;
· adapter of future instruction.
Learning product
· completed feedback forms;
· informed instructional decisions.

Lesson Closure / Wrap-up

Teacher’s action:
The teacher briefly revisits the lesson objectives and invites students to reflect on what they have learned.
Student’s action:
Students express what they can do now using modal verbs and complete a short reflection task.

Purpose:
To consolidate learning, encourage self-assessment and provide closure to the learning process.
The lesson is concluded through guided reflection and student feedback. Learners briefly review the key concepts related to modal verbs and evaluate their own level of understanding. This stage supports metacognitive awareness and provides the teacher with valuable information for future instructional decisions.
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